Acromegalic cardiopathy: a left ventricular scintigraphic study.
In order to study "acromegalic cardiomyopathy", cardiac function was examined, using gated radionuclide ventriculography, in 18 acromegalic patients and 21 control subjects with no clinical evidence of cardiac involvement. In these acromegalic subjects, while the Ejection Fraction (EF) did not appear to be significantly different, the Peak Filling Rate (PFR) was reduced while the Time to Peak Filling Rate (TPFR) resulted significantly greater than in control subjects. These findings indicate that chronic growth hormone (GH) hypersecretion, as observed in acromegaly, deteriorate the cardiac ventricular relaxation (diastolic phase) while it has no influence on contractility (systolic phase).